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MR. WOLFF’S DISCOURSE. 
[ Continued fom page 310. | 
Pleasing Circumstances. 
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I*had, however, at Alexandria the 
satisfaction of being visited by aged 
Jews, who came not with the intent 
of arguing, but as they expressed 
theinselves, to hear from me words of 
peace.” There came Jews to me who 
were already in possession of the 
New Testament, and were acquaint- 
ed and delighted with the contents of 
it. ‘They received me most kindly 
when I entered their Synagogues, and 
even gave me permission to read a- 
loud to them in their law. They 
complained to me of the decline of 
learning among the Jews of Alexan- 
dria, of which the plague, which pre- 


ees 


to receive the word of God and other 
publications which prove the doctrines 
of Christianity, with which I was able 
to furnish them, and for which I must 
here express publicly my Christian 
thanks and obligations to the Malta 
Bible Society, who kindly supplied 
me with them before my departure to 
the Levant. It is true the Catholics 
made at first some objections, suppos- 
ing that we gave them translations 
according to the English translation. 
This objection, however, ceased as 
soon as I proved to the Levantine Ca- 
tholics, that the Arabic translation 
was exactly the same which was pub- 
lished by the Propaganda at Rome: 
and to the Italians, that the Italian 
translation is that of the Archbishop 
Martini, which received the approba- 
tion of Pope Pius the sixth, and both 





vents them from sending their chil- 
dren to school, is one of the chief) 
reasons. (They mentioned to me the 
names of their distinguished Rabbis 
who flourished in the last century, as 
for instance their great orator Rabbi, 
Mose Israel, and Elian Israel.) And 
it is remarkable that Alexandria was 
visited 50 years ago by an Abyssinian 
Jew, who was only acquainted with 
the five books of Moses, and the 
books of, Joshua and Samuel, and he 
told ther that his forefathers had been 
sent to Abyssinia by king Solomon, 
when he sent his expedition in search 
of gold of Ophir, and themselves set- 
tled in Abyssinia. ‘The Alexandrian 
Jews have also been visited by one 
of the Beni Khaibir, who are suppos- 
ed to be the Rechabites mentioned in 
Jeremiah. 
Favorable dispositions of Catholics 
and Greeks. 


I had likewise the satisfaction of | 


translations are from the Latin Vul- 
gate, sanctioned by the Council of 


Trent. 


Visit to Cairo. | 
At Cairo there are two sects of Jews. 
The first and most numerous are the 
Talmudists, who take for their guide 
not only the Old Testament, but like- 
wise the Talmud, a compilation by 
the Rabbis about the time of Christ. 
The second sect of Je ws at Cairo are 
the Caraites, who admit only the au- 
thority of the Old Testament, and re- 
ject entirely the Ialmudistical tradi- 
tions. I waited first on the Rabbies 
and Chiefs of the Talmudist Jews, 
and met with the kindest reception 
imaginable. I conversed with them 
first about the writings of their learn- 
ed Rabbis in former ages, and ac- 
knowledged candidly the merits of 
some of them, (as for instance Rabbi 
Moses Bar Maimon, Moses Bar Nah- 
|man, Abarbanel, prime minister to 





observing a great eagerness among 
Gentiles, as well Catholics as Greeks, 
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i of the Jews at Hamburg.) 
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They have 10 synagogues at Cairo. 
These I visited, at their request, 
_ when they were all assembled to cel- 
*ebrate their Kosh-Hashana, at the 
beginning of the year, when they 
sound the trumpet. After that, the 
whole congregation, shedding abun- 
dance of tears, exclaimed, ‘Blessed 
is the people that know the. joyful 
sound. ‘They shall walk, O ol in 
the light of thy countenance.” I could 
not help saying, “Oh that thou, Lord, 
mayest shower down upon thy peo- 
ple the power of thy grace, that they 
may really hear the trumpet of salva- 
tion, that they may aaa ic thee in 
the Holy Mount at Jerusalem, that 
they may acknowledge that thou Je- 
sus of Nazareth art the same yester- 
day, and to day, and forever, on 
whose thigh and vesture is the name 
written; ‘‘King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords!” I had frequent conversa- 
tions with Jews on the subject of 
Christianity. More than fifty Jews 
at once called on me in the British 


Consulate and read for several hours, 


in the Gospel. One whom I knew at 
Alexandria said te his _ brethren; 
“We must argue with this gentleman, 
and hear his reasons, and if he is 
right, we are obliged to acknowledge 
it.” A young genteel Jew to whom 
T had given a New Testament, told 
me had spent the whole night in read- 
ing it, and he was able to tell me the 
contents of a great part of it. He 
told me that he intends to embrace 
christianity and travel about and con- 
verse. with other Jews on Christian 
topics, and that his relations who re- 
side in England have already ac- 


r 


knowledged the truths of Christianity || 


and are baptized. Whether he was 
sincere or not, this only the Lord 
knows who searches the hearts and 
reins. I distributed at Cairo above 
100 Hebrew New Testaments and 
several hundred Tracts, and had dai- 
ly conversations with the Jews, and 
even in several assemblies they dis- 
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about which I had conversed with 
them, and I even had the satisfaction 
to observe that a Jewish Father read 
ithe Gospel to his son. And shall we 
‘suppose that this inquiry into the 
truth of the Gospel will be in vain? 
Certainly not! “For thus saith the 
Lord, as the rain cometh down and 
ithe snow from heaven, and returneth 
not thither, but watereth the earth, 
and maketh it to bring forth and 
bud, that it may give seed to the 
sower, and bread to the eater, so shall 
my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth ; it shall not return unto me 
void; but it shall accomplish that 
which J please, and it shall prosper in 
the thing whereunto I send it.”? One 
look ofthe Lord made Peter weep; 
and one look of the Lord may make 
Israel to mourn and enable them to 
answer him thrice, ‘“‘Lord thou know- 
est that we love thee.” 

In the Consul’s house at Cairo, | 
expounded the word of God every 
| Sunday to Catholics, Protestants, two 
Renegadoes and one Jew. They all 
kneeled aud said Amen when I ad- 
dressed myself to our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and besought him to bring 
‘back the lost sheep and to receive 
kindly the prodigal son. Some dis- 
| ciples of the eae philosophy ad- 
vised me however to preach the Gos- 
pel only to learned men. I told 
them it was my duty to communicate 
the glad tidings of peace even to babes. 
Mount Sinai. 

From Cairo I went to the Red Sea 
| and Mount Horeb and Sinai. The 
‘monks in the Convent on Mount Si- 
‘nai, 25 in number, received the word 
of God with great readiness. 

Judea. 

But let us hasten to that land which 
Moses was not permitted to enter, 
the land of Israel, the goodly Mown- 
tain of Lebanon and Jerusalem.— 
From Sinai I returned to Cairo and 
thus went through the desart to Judea. 
I came first to Gaza then to Askelon 
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cussed among themselves the subject 





and then to Jaffa. 
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Samaritans. 


I met at Jaffa with two of the des- 
cendants of the ancient Samarilans 
so often mentioned in the Bible. — 
When I came to Jaffa a second time, 
[ observed to my great joy, that one 
of them had read through the whole 
New Testament and was delighted 
with the conversation our Lord had 
with one of their country women, and 
he mentioned it with delight that 
his forefathers were not the cause of 
the death of Jesus of Nazareth. And 
he made me a present of the history 
of the Samaritans, written 500 years 
ago byone of their Chiefs named Sheh | 
Alsuri, who speaks of our Lord with 
high veneration. The Samaritans | 
are found now only at Naplouse, the 
ancient Sichem, where are about 200 
souls. The Samaritans have no Rab- | 
bis but Kohanim, or priests. Their’ 
High Priest died 50 years ago, and | 
as he was the last of ‘the lineal de-! 
scendants of Phineas, they have no | 
High Priest since, but priests of the | 





| 
family of Aaron, and Levites. They | 

retend still to know their tribes.—!| 
Most of them profess to be of the’ 
tribes of Ephraim and Manassgah, a} 
few of Dan and Gad. They admit! 
only the five books of Moses. They | 
know the Messiah under the name of | 
the successor, because he is to be the)! 
Tahib, successor of Moses. ‘They’ 
expect two Messiahs, the first to be} 
called Joshua and the second and| 
ene one, Moses. He is to be of | 
the tribe of Joseph, and.they believe 
he is alreadyon the earth, and soon 
will make a most glorious appearance. 
They believe the resurrection from) 
the dead, and future punishments. 
They like to have strangers come to 
inquire into their rights and ceremo-| 
nies, for one of them said to me, “ we 
know that when nations from afar will | 
come to inquire into our state, the 
time of redemption will not be far off.”” 
They sacrifice a lamb every year up- 
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The Armenians. 

From Jaffa I went to Acre, and there 
I met with 2 ews Jwhose heads had 
been convinced of the truth of Chris- 
tianity. They were baptized in se- 
cret bya Protestant cle an, who. 
furnished them with New Testaments 
and Tracts. On Mount Lebanon I 
was visited by several Catholic Bish- 
ops, who desired Arabic Bibles and 
‘Testaments. The Armenians desir- 
ed to enter into a strict union with 
Protestants. The convent Kanka 
was offered to me for establishing 
therea Lancastrian school. The Ar- 
menians made me acquainted with 
the writings of their. Archbishop 
iN , who made the ge pray- 
ler, “Spirit of God who didst descend | 
‘at the river Jordan, and hast enlight-. 
ened me with the baptism of thy holy 
fountain; I have sinned against heaven 
and before thee; purify me again with 
thy firedivine.” I met with a settle- 
ment of Jews upon the highest top of 
‘Mount Lebanon. They were in pos- 
session of the Hebrew New Testa- 
‘ment, published by the London Soci- 
‘ety for promoting Christianity among 








‘ithe Jews, which was sent to them by 


a Jew from Saida. They professed 
their belief in Christ. 


Christian denominations at Jerusalem. 


Larrived at the holy city March, 9, 
1822. There are at Jerusalem tlie fol- 
lowing denominations of Christians. 

1. Armenians, called and believed © 
by the Jews of Jerusalem to be the | 
descendants of Amalek. The Jews 
will not hold intercouse with them, 
because Antiochus dared to slay Is-) 
rael. 

2. The Romanisis The Jews do 
not wish for intercourse with them, 
because Zitus a Roman destroyed 
their temple. 

3. The £thiopians and Copts, upon 
whom the Jews fook with indifference. 
The whole number of Christians 
supposed to be 7,C00,-—and of Jews 








on Mount Gerizim. 


10,000. After mentioning that in 
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few days UL .distributed -more than 
1,000 copies of the scriptures among 
all these denominations, I will con- 
fine my remarks to the Jews. 
(Remainder next week.) 
sadsadeilighidlodoc 


A NARRATIVE 


OF the state of Religion within the bounds of 


the General Assembly of the Presbyteri« 
an Churchin the United States. 

The General Assembly find if, 
every year, more difficult. to exhibit 
a just view of the state of Religion 
within their bounds. The extension 
of their limits, the increasine number 
of their churches and communicants 
the variety and importance of their 
religions institutions render this duty, 
at once pleasing and arduous. On 
these subjects, they do not judee it 


at 


as they have done on some former 
occasions; but they desire to furnish 
such a statement of the dispensations 
of Providence, towards the churches 
under their care, as shall impress their 
members with right views of their 
present state and obligations. 


The Presbyterian Church, in the 
United States, embraces . thirteen 
Synods, and more than seventy Pres- 
byteries. One of these Presbyteries 
is in the eastern part of New Eng- 
land;.all the others le on the west 
and south of that region, and stretch 
from Niagara and Champlain, in the 
state of New York, to Missouri and 
Louisiana on the south-west, a dis- 
tance of more than 1500 miles. No 
inconsiderable part of the population 
spread over this extended region is ce- 

ndant on the Presbyterian Church 
r the ordinary means of grace. 
From that church, to a considerable 
deyree, they expect the preaching of 
the Gospel, and the administration of 
its ordinances; the patrunage of Lit- 
erary and Thedlogical Seminaries; 
the religious instruction of the young, 
and the encouragement and maintén- 
# ance of charitable institutions. Could 
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State of Religron. 


we command an ade 


quate supply of 
laborers for the field which we are in- 
vited to occupy, the amount of elfort 
and responsibility devolving on us, 
would be increasingly great; but an 
adequate supply of laborers does not 


exist. ‘The provision which has been 
made, and is now making, for the 
religious wants that have awakened 
our solicitude, will be stated in its 
proper place. At present, we wish 
distinctly to announce the fact, that 





ithe means of religious instruction are 
‘inadequate, in a lamentable degree, 


to the demand for their employment. 


‘From documents which will appear in 


another ferm, it is clearly decucible 
that our population is rapidly oain- 
e a? 2 4 » 

inz on the means of religious Inyprove- 
ment. To illustrate this position, in 


, sa {regard to the preaching of the Gospel, 
expedient to enter as much into detail |) 


the following facts may be stated. 
In the Presbytery of Niagara, there 
are thirty-one churches, and only 
seven ministers and licentiates. The 
Presbytery of Albany amongst 
those which are best or. with 
the ministry of the Gospel; but, in 
four counties within its bounds, more 
than 50,000-sonls are represented as 
destitute of adequate means of grace. 
In the extensive states of Mississippi 
and Louisiana, there cannot be found 
more than eight or ten Presbyterian 
ministers, and very few of any other 
denomination. The whole territory 
of Michigan is yet missionary ground; 
while East and West Florida, with 
a numerous poptilation, ina very in- 
teresting state, have no minister of 
our communion. In one city with 
three or four thousand inhabitants, 
much anxiety is evinced to obtain a 
stated Protestant minister. 

‘These are some of the reasons for 
asserting that the means of grace are 
alarmingly inadequate to the exigen- 
cies of our population. ‘To render 
this view more appalling, we are as- 
sured that the deficiency is Increasing 
New settlements, unfurnished with a 
christian ministry are forming in the 


Is 





State of 


West; while the demands of the 
Kast ave not diminished. The wave 
of emigration rolls farther and farther 
onward; and, unless God interpose, 
by some spec cial movements of his 
people, in their favor, it would, really, 
seem that our children are likely to 
settle on the shores of the Pacific 
Ocean, without the Christian Religi- 
on. 


Let us now contemplate some of 
the means which are employed for the 
cultivation of this vast field, and the 
particalar aspects of Providence to- 
wards it, during the past year. ‘The 

stated and ordinary He ans of grace 
bis been afforded as usual; and our 
ministers, and elders, generally, ap- 
pear to have been engaged with zeal 
and fidelity, in the various depart- 
ments of their duty. ‘The spirit of 
religious exertion is still active; and, 
in some instances, it has appeared in 
new and successful modes of opera- | 
tion. In addition to the efiorts of| 
Sabbath Schools, Chatechetica! 
struction, Bible Classes, the Concert} 
of Prayer, Bible Societies, Theologi- 
‘al Seminaries, Education and Mis- 
stionary Associations, we are happy 
, to learn that more than usual atten- 
tion has been paid to the religious in- 
struction of seamen; and, that, on 
many minds the pre sent condition of 
the Jev nade a distinct and af- 
fecting i pression. W lile, on these 
subjects, itdoes not sccord with the 
design ef this narrative, to descend 
to partic ulars; we do not hesitate to 
invite the attention of our churches 
to the reports respectirig them, which 
are now before the public; : and par- 
ticularly, to that of the Society for 


s has : 


mehorating the cendition of the 
Jews. 
The Theological Seminary, at 


Princeton, has been unusually ‘oe 
during the last year. At present, 1 

numbers eighty- -five. students. But 
the Board have still to detail the em- 


‘i grand object, 





In- | 





barrassments under which it labors 





Religion. 


for want of funds.(a) The Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Auburn, is yet in its 
incipient state, but represented as 


rising in prosperity. Its number of 
students, at present is thirteen. 

The Board of Missions, acting un-; 
der the direction of the General As- 
sembly, have, as usual, made an in- 
ter esting report. This Board have a 
few important auxiliaries in different 
remote sections of the country; and 
extracts from. the journals of their 
missionaries show that their labours 
in many instances, have been sud- 
denly and extensively blest. The 
Board make an urgent appeal for 
more liberal patronage in behalf of 
i this ancient missionary institution. 
There are many other local societies 
' within our bounds, aiming at the same 
f among which the As- 
‘sembly observe with pleasure the 
United Domestic Missionary Soc tety 
of New York. 

The proceedings of this Assembly 
contain a distinet representation, on 
the education of pious and indigent 
young men, for the gospel ministry: 
‘We are happy to perceive that this 
important object is c ommanding more 
attention among our churches, and as 
evidence of this, we refer to the ex- 
ertions of the various Education So- 
with. their auxiliaries; and 
those in particular of the Presbytery 
of Albany, i a alone is represent- 
ed as having expended about 1200 
dollars fer this obj ect, during the past 
year. 

' ‘The United Foreign Missionat’y 
Society, though not confined to our 
denomination, commands, it is be- 
lieved, throughout our churches, a 
wood and increasing degree of favor. 
Hitherto its labors. have been con- 
fined to our western Indians, among 





cieti ies : 





(a) Will any of oar congregations remain Un, 
moved on this subject when they learn, from 
the Report of the Directors, that promising 
young nen are every year preve! nied trom 
aniting with the Seminary, for the want of 
}peeyniary means? 
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whom it has now five stations with 
well organized education families. 
There should be but one sentiment 
among christians on the duty of pat- 
ronising this noble institution. The 
directors, have nevertheless, to com- 
hah that their resources have been 
imited to an amount far short of 
their expenditures; and the Assembly 
would cordially unite with them in 
the hope, that the peculiarly imposing 
claims of this society, will not, much 
longer, suffer it to languish. 

_abhes alluded to most .of the 
means of religious improvement, en- 
joyed by our churches, it becomes us 
now to inquire what has been the re- 
sult. On this subject we should 
speak with great caution. But it is 
important to exhibit the spiritual state 
of the churches under our care. 
From the Presbyterial reports, it ap- 
pears that the whole number of com- 
municants belonging to our church 
has been much increased; but it can- 
not now be ascertained te what pre- 
cise extent, as many of those reports 
are imperfect.* Admitting these ad- 
ditions to have been of such as shail 
be saved, it is of little importance to 
us, whether they have been gathered 
into the Christian community, by the 
gradual distillations of the Holy Spir- 
it, or by the increase of his influence 
which constitutes a revival of religion. 
Still there are many reasons for con- 
sidering revivals of religion as pecu- 
liarly described; and the Assembly 
onl disappoint the churches under 
their care, if they failed to designate 
those which appear to have been most 
remarkable. During the last Year, 
the following congregations have been 
graciously visited viz. In the Presby- 
tery of Niagara, Fredonia. In the 
Presbytery of Gennesee, Sheldon, 
(a) According to a standing order of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, the names of the ministers 
and churches, under their care, will be pub- 
lished next year; and it is hoped that all the 


Presbyteries will be careful to send up their 
reports in the most perfect form. 








}tion of Mooers and West Port. 
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Orangeville and Warsaw. In the 
Presbytery of Rochester, Riga and 
Bergen. In the Presbytery of Gen- 
eva, Romulus. In the Presbytery of 
Bath, Naples and Putney. In the 
Presbytery of Cayugo, Sempronius & 
Groton. In the Presbytery of Onan- 
dara, Granby. In the Presbytery of 
Oneida, Utica, Paris, Shenandoah, 
Herkimer and Little Falls. In the 
Presbytery of Otsego, Butternutt’s 
and Bowman’s Creek. In the Pres- 
bytery of St. Lawrence, the continu- 
ation of former revivals, in Prown-- 
ville, Adams and Watertown. In 
the Presbytery of Champlain, not- 
withstanding many and great causes 
of mourning; they speak of a pleas- 
ing work of grace in the congrega- 
I 
is gratifying to learn that this. Presby- 
tery has recently extended its limits 
by organizing a Presbyterian church 
in the city of Montreal. In the 
Presbytery of Londonderry, an ex- 
tensive revival has taken place in the 
congregation of Chester. In_ the 
Presbytery of Albany, the congrega- 
tion of Knox, Edinburgh, Kingsboro’, 


ir 
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‘Esperansce and Ballston. In_ the 
Presbytery of North River, South 
Salem. In the Presbytery of Long’ 








aw 


tsland, Freshpond. In the Presby- 
tery of New York, the Rutgers-street 
church has been blessed with a spe- 
cial revival; and in the city, general- 
ly, there is evidently an increase of 
the spirit of religion, as appears from 
the erection of several new churches, 
and an augmented number of com- 
municants. In the Presbytery of 
Jersey, Newton and New Brunswick, 
the congregations of Rockaway, Han- 
over, Patterson, Chatham, Morris- 
town, Baskenridge, Hacketstown, 
Pleasant Grove, Mansfield, Laming- 
ton, German Valley, and Boundbrook. 
In the Presbytery of ‘Susquehanna, 
Pike, Silver Lake, Windsor, and 
Athens. In the first Presbytery of 
Philadelphia, Doylestown, Neshmo- 


- 
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ny, Deerfield and Kensington. These 
revivals, together with the good order 
and spirit of religious zeal, which 
prevail in the city of Philadelphia, 
renders this a highly interesting part 
of our spiritual vineyard. In the 
Presbytery of New Castle, an ex- 
tensive work of grace seems to have 
commenced, and the congregations 
which have principally shared ia it 
are Fagg’s Manor, Upper Octarara, 
Nottingham, Charleston, Pencador, 
St. George’s and Doe Run. The 
Presbytery of Carlisle must be added 
to this list; and in the interesting re- 
vival which has visited both the con- 
gregation and the College of Carlisle, 
we find an occasion for lively grati- 
tude. In the Presbytery of Wash- 
ington, Pa. Mill Creek and the Flats. 
In the Presbytery of Hartford, New- 
Castle, Slippery Rock, Long Run, 
New Salem, Mount Pleasant, Hope- 
well and Nishanok. This revival has 
been greatly promoted by Sabbath 
Schools and a system of visitation by 
several ministers. In the Presbytery 
of Grand River, Warren and Ge- 
neva, have experienced small revivals. 
In the Presbytery of Winchester, a 
number have been: added to the 
church, in consequence of revivals at 
Fredericksburgh and Hartwood. In 
the Presbytery of Lexington, Lexing- 
ton, New Monmouth, Oxford, Tim- 
berridge, New Providence and Fair- 
field. In the Presbytery of Hanover, 
Petersburg, Norfoik, Cumberland, 
Cubcreek and Briery. In‘the Pres- 
bytary of Abingdon, three congrega- 
tions. Inthe Presbytery of Orange, 
‘no, and Little River. From the 
where ba of Georgia we have heard 
with peculiar emotions, not only of 
the wide and melancholy desvlations 
which are spread around them, but of 
the reviving showers of divine grace 
which have descended upon some of 
their churches. A powerful work of 
grace is said to have commenced in 
the congrezation of Medway, and 
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more than ordinary additions pve 
been made to the churché of Augts- 
ta, Savannah, Darien and St. Mary’s. 
We have given a brief enumera- 
tion of the places which have been 
favored with the outpourings of the 
Spirit of God. These revivals, bear- 
ing as they do, the marks of a genuine 
work of grace, must be regarded as 
among the most cheering dispensa- 
tions of Divine Providence towards 
our churches during the last year. 
Weare happy to state that our 
friendly intercourse with the churches 
of Connecticut, Massachusetts, Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire, continues 
to be cherished; and that from the 
annual reports furnished by the dele- 
gates from those bodies, the impres- 
sion is favorable in regard to the pre- 
valence of truth and goodliness in 
that region. Their Colleges, and 
Theological Seminaries and Mission- 
ary institutions are flourishing; and 
many of their churches have been 
visited with revivals of religion. 
The Colleges of Hamilton, Dickin- 
son, Jefferson, Alleghany and North 
Carolina, have been represented as in 
a flourishing state. Many of them 
embrace a considerable proportion of 
pious students; and, in all, it is ve- 
lieved, the cause of morality and 
religion is decidedly gaining ground. 
With regard to errors,on the subject 
of religion, it would probably be cor- 
rect to state that they are not making 
progress. Still it is deplorable, that 
in this age of light and revivals, so 
many teachers of false and destruc- 
tive systems of religion should exist. 
They are chiefly to be found among 
our new and unprotected churches; 
and such a state of things calls as 
well for the watchfulness of those 
churches, as the sympathies of more 
highly favored christians. 
rhere is another truth which fideli- 
ty does not permit us to conceal. In 
many parts of our country, an un- 


usual degree of opposition to the re- 
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ligigus charities which adorn the pres 
ent age of the world, has been dis- 


layed. The manifestation of this} 


spirit, should be considered as farn- 
ishing an evidence of the power and} 
progress of religious exertivn. — It 
was not until the fire of God’s altar 
was cast into the earth, that there 
were voices and thunderings and an 
earthquake. Still such a state of 
things should be met by a growing 


spirit of prayer and circumspection, 
on the part of the friends of Zion. 
Calling inte action the gentleness and 
firmness, the humility and persever- 
ance of the Gospel, they shall not 


fail of success. 
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imperiously called to demonstrate our 
faith in the Saviour of men, by our 
devotedness to his cause and to his 
glory. Shall we zealously support 
our Missionary and Education, and 
Theological Institutions, assured, as 
we are, that they will eminently con- 
duce to the prosperity and glory of 
the church;—or, shall we suffer them 
to Janguish and decline! Let every 
friend of Zion and of man make his 
election. We rejoice that the period 
has arrived when this question must 
hbéanswered. In the confidence that 
many, very many, are prepared to 
lact a consistent and faithful part; and 
cheered by the light which the zeal 





The events of the pasi year give 
strength to the impression that the 
church is rapidly approaching an bn- 
portant crisis. ‘There is grief in our 
hearts,—but it is not the grief of con- 
sternation. We mourn over our vast 
and increasing desolations. 
ment the lukewarmness of many who 
profess to be the followers of a self- 
denying and zealous Master. We 
deplore the false zeal of errorists, and 
the fruitless hostility of inconsiderate | 








men to the institutions of religion. | 
We find cause for humiliation in the |! 
fact, that revivals of religion have not 
been as extensive, as those which on 
some former occasions it has been eur 
privilege torecord. Whatevergloom 
may seem to hang over the church is 
intended for her admonition. | 

Every thing admonishes us, that || 
what we do must be done quickly. || 
During the past year, the names of 
M‘Farguhar, Crawford, Hunter, || 
Blair, Coe, Ogden, Wilson, Weir, | 
Freeman, Hill, Bishop, Sinith, Blatch-|| 
ford, have been added from among:|| 
our number to the list of the worthy}! 
dead. While we cannot but feel the} 
aibnonition, which their memory a-|) 


We ja-|jedness breaks upon our view. 
shine, for thy fight is come, and the 
/ , “— os “3 . 

glory of the Lord.is risen.upon thee, 


of christians and the graces of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, cast through every inter- 


/posg cloud, we are prepared to an- 


‘nounce, that there is no cause for 
idespondency. Beyond all that is.ob- 


secure and cheeriess, a vision of bless- 


Aris e 


ts the voice of the Kine of Zion to his 
church. And were the darkest of 
her seasons yet before her, she should 


stil advance with a steady and in- 


creasing light until her glory str: 


cles into everlasting day. 


us 

By order of the Assembly, 
WILLIAM NEILL, Stated Ci’k. 
May, 1825. 

[ Zhe General Assembly of the Pres 
byteran Church, have appointed the 
first Thursday ef November next, as 
a day of Thanksgiving, Humiliation 
and Prayer. | 
cables 
REVIVAL IN BOSTON. 

There is every week imercasing 
evidence of the special presence of 
the Lord in this city. Perhaps new 
instances of conviction are somewhat 
less frequent now, than at some peri- 


wakens, the church mourns their re-|! ods of the revival, but the good work 


moval as a public calamity. | 


‘Frials were needful to awaken her | 
to a just sense of her duty. We are|| 


is clearly progressing, and is.accom- 
panied by the fullest, demonstrations 
of an Almighty agency im its ad 
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vancement. 
Great solemnity prevails through all 
religious meetings held within the 
bounds of the Congregations which 
are specially visited in mercy; and 
there is no room to doubt that “‘great- 
er things” will yet be seen—that oth- 
er churches in the city will yet be 
blessed with a share in this refreshing 
from on high—and that much of the 
mass of ungodliness yet remaining 
will melt away, if our fellow Chris- 
tians in other parts of the land, will 
continue to bear us on their hearts be- 
fore the throne of God, and resolve 
never to cease their importuoity till 
the truth as it is in Jesus, shall 
succeed m all our congregations to 





the errors that now abound. We 
hope and pray that our brethren every 
where will hit up holy hands te God 
for us, continually.—Aecorder. 


-_———'e— 


MINISTERIAL VISITATION. 





There is an interesting communi- 
eation in the Boston Recorder on this 
subject, of which the following is an) 

a ay ° - i 
outline, In adistant town in New| 
England, a respectable and hopefully | 
pious lady ’calied on her minister. | 
She took occasion te complain that! 


he seldom visited her family; and | 
that others made the same complaint. | 
Jn short, she plainiy told him, she | 
thought he might and eught to visit | 
his peopie more. ‘The good 
made at the time ashort meek reply, 
and begged her pravers that he mmght 
be more diligent and faithful. 

The conversation then shifted; and 
the afternoon was spent. very pleas- 
antly and profitably. T’he minister 
however related the following anec- 
dote. A wealthy farmer in one of 
the middle states. contracted with a 
poor laborer whom he had often hir- 
ed, to do several days work for him in 
a field equally distant from the poor 
man’s house and his own, and con- 
siderably distantfrom each. The la- 





borer was to commence his work at} 


ae 





this family must hav 


man |) °¢ 
| rev: . 


iduty puanctudily and joytuily; 


! 
| 
' 
| 





Conviction is dee wy rising of the sun, and expected 


of course that his: meals would be 
sent him according to custom. 


Towards the close of the day, the 
farmer visited his field, and found 
his laborer sitting and musing under 
a tree.—He hastily reproved him for 
his idleness, and complained that he 
had not done half so much as he ex- 

ected. The laborer informed him, 
that he had worked till very late in 
the morning, but no breakfast was 
sent. Being very faint, he went to 
a neighbor and borrowed money, to 
procure a breakfast at the public 
house. Hethen labored till late din- 
ner time, and indeed till he was ex- 
hausted, and had been sitting an hour 
under the tree meditating what to do. 
He did not like to borrow again, till 


he had paid what he now owed. He 
dared not call on strangers. At the 


tavern poor people could obtain no 
credit. And if he went home, he 
must take bread out of the mouths of 
his children. Besides, the farmer al- 
ready owed him for several days’ 
work, on an old scere, which he had 
really needed. The farmer recalled 
his complaint; paid his arrearages, 
and for several days in advance; said 

i e forgetten to 
send his meals, which he really sup- 


posed had been sent; promised his 


jamiiva quarter.oi veal; and acknow!- 
t that the laborer is worthy of sus 
‘Lhe laborer now faltilled his 

and 
the farmer conunued to hire ann, and 
to send his meals; and sometines 
to pay him a little in advance to pre- 


Vent his running into debt. 


The good lady was pleased with 
the story; but did not dream of its 
application, till it recurred to hei 
mind at a wakeful midnight hour. 
She awoke her husband, told him the 
story, and eagerly inquired if he bad 
paid the minister for the year alimost 
closed? Why, no, he believed not. 
The collector had not called. He 
























































did not know that the taxes were.e= 
ven assessed. Indeed, now he tho’t 


of it, the salary was not yet voted.| 


How then has he lived, and provided 
for his family without means? He has 
no property, is in debt for his educa- 
tion; has a large family, and expens- 
ive company. How does. he live? 
Why, by borrowing money, I suppose, 
and by getting credit. Thelady saw 
at once that her minister must labor 
under very disheatening embarrass- 
ments, and no longer wondered that 
he could find no more time for visit- 
ing, being punctual in all other duties. 
She remarked to her husband, we do 
not treat our worthy minister so well 
as we do the men who labor in our 
field, and who in many cases are 
wiched men. We pay them punctu- 
ally, often, in advance; and always 
provide their saca/s in due season. 
But while our minister is laboring in 
the vineyard, we do not even give 
him his meals. 


The next morning the husband re- 


State of Religion ia France. 





paired to his minister, paid him $20, 
and took an order on the treasurer.’ 
Nor did he fail to carry him also a| 
quarter ofa fatted calf, a good cheese, 
and a few pounds of butter, as a pres- 
ent from his wife, who bade him thank 
her minister for his story, and recall 
her complaint. Her husband was a 
man of influence, and by their joint 
exertions they soon brought others to 
feel and act with the same becoming 
promtness. ‘The minister’s salary has 
ever since been paid as fast as he has 
needed it; accompanied by many lit- 
ile presents, useful to hin, and grate- 
ful expressions of the loveand esteem 
of his people. He feels his obliga- 
tions toa kind, generous, and pune- 
fual people. His people have consid - 
ered their laborer worthy of his hire. 
He, in return, has been faithful, and 
devoted all his time to their good. 
The Spirit from on high has been 








—— 
— 





oured upon them; many sinners have 
lass converted, and a declining 


church greatly enlarged. The min- 
ister’s salary has been raised; and he 
is so far freed from his. embarrass- 
ments, as not only to preach benevo- 
lence, but to set a good practical ex+ 
ample of doing good, 

Vould it not be happy for many 
churches and ministers, if a few wor- 
thy yore would awake their hus- 
bands at midnight, and influence 
them to arise in the morning, and 
and do likewise? Is it not lamentably 
true that many parishes do not assess 
their minister’s salary till the close 
of the year; and not collect it in six 
or tweive months more? May not 
this astonishing want of punctuality, 
this careless remissness, be one source 
of the low state of religion? Let peo- 
ple no longer rob God, and cheat their 
own souls, by neglecting their spiritu- 
al laborers. Let them cheerfully and 
punctually bring all their tithes into 
the Lords store-house, and prove him 
if he will not open the windows of 
Heaven and pour out a great blessing 
upon them. Mirror. 

—>--——— 

We have hitherto published noth- 
ing respecting the religious situation 
of France. The extracts which fol- 
low are calculated to shew that the 
christians of that country are not idle 
‘on the great subject of spreading 
‘the gospel. A letter from France 
‘states that Missionary associations 
| were-establishine 6 he Al he 
'were establishing from the Alps to the 
Pyrinnees and from the Mediterran- 
ean to the Atlantic. ‘The writer sub- 
join several extracts of letters to 
shew the feeling of the people on the 
subject. We shall present our read- 


ers with one or two of these extracts: 


Extract of a Letter from a pious my 8 


man, resident in a small town in the 
Mountains of the Cevennes. 


February, 1825. 














“IT was invited on Sunday to a 












ieeting which was to be held the next! 
vening, it being the first Monday of 


he month, for the purpose of im lor- 
ng the divine blessing on the Mis- 
ionary Society of Paris, &c. The 
feeting was held in a private house. 
was punctual to the hour appointed; 
it instead of being among the first, 
was the last. I.found about 120 
yersons already assembled, and it was 
sy to perceive by their seriousness 
hat they were deeply interested in 
he object of the Meeting. Though 
did not observe among them either 
he rich or the wise of this world, I 
ould not but enjoy the consoling 
onviction that the Lord, who is no 
especter of persons, was in the midst 
of these sincere worshippers, and that 
he would not send them away with- 
ut having opened to them the pre- 
cious and inexhaustible ‘Treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge that are 
hidden in Christ.” 


“Twas much edified by a prayer 
full of unction offered by a young wo- 
man, in which, after returning thanks 
to the Saviour, for having condescend- 
ed te introduce us into that church 
which he purchased with «his own 
















blood, and on which he had shed his; 
blessings in every age, she deplored | 
with humility the misery and help-| 


lessness of the hundreds of millions 
of his creatures who were still groan- 
ing in the horrors of the dark night of 
Belial, destitute of spiritual succour, 
and prayed the Lord to deliver them 
from their unhappy state, by blessing 
to this effect the benevolent labors 
“our dear Parent Society for Foreign: 
Missions established at Paris.”? These 
were her expressions—a Society 
whose tender and charitable solicitude 
extends to these desolate lands, and 
designs to send to them Missionaries, 
in order to diffuse among them the 
reviving beams of Gospel light, by 
making known to them Him who is 
“the light of the world.”—I have 
every ground to believe that these 


Mount Ararht. 
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prayers were not in vain in the Lord 
who answers the humble:and fervent 
desires of his people. 

“Verses of Psalms and Cantiques 
suited to the object of the meeting 
were sung. The address from the 
Society of Paris was read, and a col- 
lection was made at the close of the 
service in favor of the Society. - The 
amount of the collection was small, 
because it was strictly the mite of the 
widow, and the farthing of the poor; 
but as Meetings will be held on the 
first Monday of every month, when 
the sum is larger it will be forwarded 
to Paris. 


+ T mentioned the next day to one 


jof our pastors the delightful service 


which I had attended the night be- 
fore, and he assured me that if they 
had received the official circular from 
Paris, a public prayer meeting would 
have been held in the Temple.” 


Extract of a Letter from the foot of 
the Pyrennees. 


Januaay 10, 1823. 
“Our first business on the receipt 
of the address from the Committee of 











of | 


| those societies which are your elder 





| Paris, was to assemble on the first 
Monday of the month, to recommend 
‘your Society to the blessing of the 
Lord; and I hope that every Chris- 
tian of our flock will also pray in his 
closet, and in his family, that you 
‘may be blessed with wisdom from on 
high. Yes, may the Lord shed on 
you the same blessings which have so 
‘visibly accompanied the labors of 





sisters, and may thousands of souls 
be turned from darkness to light. | 
send you 60 francs collected at our 
first Meeting, and to which some 
Catholics contributed.” 
+ eo 
MOUNT ARARAT. 

Von Kotzebue, an oificer of the 
Russian army, who travelled with the 
Russian Missionary in 1817 into Per- 
sia, and part of Armenia, is the first 
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traveller we ever read’ of, who had 
s¢en Mount Sige on which the Ark 
of Noah restec 


Many fabulous accounts, he says? 
ave told of this mountain by the in- 
habitants in its vicinity; but that it is 
inaccessible to morial foot, owing to 
the steepness of the sides, and “the 
pe rpetual ice and snow w ith which its| 
sides and summit are covered; a) 
Varkish Pasha having a few year 
since. made the attempt and {ai fae 
A few years since an immense quan-| 
tity of ice and snow slid down from: 
the summit of the mountain into the 
valley, and the inhabi tants told him: 
that a plank of which Neah’s Ark| 


—— 





Races— Anecdote. 














From the Boston Recorder 


The Papers mention a horse race 
at Jamaica, Long Island, on the 97 
ult. at which between 40 and 50,9 
persons were present—§$ 250,000 wer 
betted on the resulf—and beside th 
loss of time, and the depravation of 
morals, $150, 000 were wanton) 
thrown away in this “game of chance 
or game of cruelty ! 

Flere then, in a single day—on Oni 
it hit les spat was more expended to up 
{hoid the kingdom of darkness, an 
confirm the volun tary bondage ¢ 
men to Satan, than can be collects 
from all the benevolence of the | 
ted States in a whole year, to enlars 





was Compose “d, came down with it.—/] 
An Armenian convent stands at the) 
toot ef the mountain, or in the valley, 
which, they s Bay, pie on the v orl 
“pot W here he first kneeled down to| 
pray when he first descended from! 
the mountain. Thev also all dere | 


that the city or village of Erivan, 


| the kinodom of Christ, and b ring me 
into the liberty of the sons of Got! 
And yet there are men who have ty 
hardihood to compl: ain of the friend 


| of missions and of Ged, as guilty 9 
robbing their fellow citizens, whe 
they ask them to give a little fiom 
|| their abundance, to make the Sar 


; a yy ’ t the 
which stands on the plain in the viej- || lour’s name known to the ends of th 


nity of the mountain, was belt by 
Neah shortly after the delu ige. in} 
shart, the Armenians im that quart | 
and they seem to be the onl) innaDi- | : 
1 to have any knowl- jh 
edzve of the Ark or the deluge, say | I 
that Neah Dp ‘lanted a 
cities, in that vicinit y, wh 
vur historians allege that he travelled 


unmediately te the East and founded | 


; 
iini@ts Wiio scen 


! 
ile some of} 


Kotzebue vives few other particu- 

irs With regard to Ararat, or of the 
te aditions of these iving around it, 
except those above noticed. What- 
ever ‘traditions there are, are all 
preserved. by the Armenian church. 
The height of the pao in he does 
nut give, though it must be of consid- 
erable height, being Siw ays, as he 
says, covered with ‘perpetual snow, 
and its summit’ above the cloads and 
surrounded with mists. 








J 





l the villawes and in 
s¢ shontd die. When she recovered 
from her faintness a little, she ad 
dressed her mother in the followim: 
ihe empire of China. jmanner: ‘Mama, if .I had not dise- 
beyed you, I should not have fell and 
het urt me. I hope I shall never do s0 
| again. I hope Mama will often put 
me in mind of this, that I may evel 
be obedient” And now, dear chil: 
dren and youth, who read this, do 


or when in distress and’ trouble, tha 
perhaps all this is because I have dis- 
obeyed my kind parents. Yes, and 
in disobeying them, I have disobey 
ed the good. command of God, which 
is, ‘honor thy father and thy mother, 


world! 


ieee eed 
ANE CDOTI 
A hittie girl of my aequaintane 
aving disobeyed her mother i in at 
e, soon after fell and hurt her ven 
uch; so that she was afraid <x 


‘ou ever feel that when you hurt you, 


American Eagle. \\ &c. 
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CARLISLE JUNE, 138. 





{ERICAN SOCIETY FOR MELLORATING 
THE CONDITION OF THE JEWS. 
We stated week before last, that Rev. Mr 
ey, the converted Jew, and Agent of the 
ciety for Melhorating the condition of the 
ws, was expected to preach in this place on 
e 10th. According to appointment he oe- 
pied the puipit.of the Presbyterian ehurch 
half past seven, P..M., on that day. .The 
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described the character of those who had par” 
taken of this salvation. ‘They are those who 
possess a meek, gentle and affeetionate spirit, 
and can understand the nature and spirit of 
the worship of Jehovah. He then asked, 
is it not a great salvation? ‘How shall we 
escape if we neglect so great salvation?” We 
are sorry we could not collect more of the 
ideas of the speaker, as this part of the dis- 
course was extremely interesting.. We shall 
now refer to the second part, a few leading 
ideas of which, is all that can he given, 





ening being unpleasant on aecount of rain, 
e house was not so full as it otherwise would 
ely have .been; considering this disadvan- 
re however, the attendance was numeruus, 
‘The service. was commenced, by singing 
e 102 Psaim, from the 15 to the 16th verse, 


2d. Salvation is of the Jews. Herehe re- 
ferred Lo the primitive state of man; to the 
imacniate happiness Adam could have en- 
joyed had be only continued in his innocency. 
See him enjoying the presence of the Lord 
in the garden, as his bounteaus and gracious 











insive: after which Mr. Frey, addressed 
‘throne of,Grace, in a manner which must 
ve caused the aflections of christians to rise 
th the speaker, in soft ejaculations for the 
amon object. With what fervency did 
s child of Abraham pray, that the salvation 
the Jews might speedily arrive! low 
il he knew their case! 

After prayer, he addressed the aurlience 
in the portion of seripture, found in &t. | 
ha’s gospel, 4th chap. 22d verse: “Ye wor- | 
pye know not what: we know what we | 


, . sd > . id } 
vship; for salvation is of the Jews.’?| 
e subieet was introduced hv afew ree} 

. . ; 


ks invexplanation of the text; showing— | 

ignorant the woman of Samaria, to | 
om Jesus was addressing himself in the| 
t, was, to the true meaning of right ox] 
ip~the incapability of an unsanetified mind | 
understand things of a spivitoal vature;——| 


e worship of the Samaritans was a bherec 


Hite | 
y custom, handed down from poste rity. He} 
saware however, that the time when all! 
uli came to the knowledge of the Son 
Cod, will come, After further prefatory 
anrks, he proceeded in the following order: 
t. Nature of the salvation alluded to in 
fext. tis a salvation which recovered sin- 
's from the curse;-~a salvation, which re- 
‘ed them from. slavish fear;-~a salvation, 
ich raised them from the pit,—and, a sal- 


eompanion, holding converse with him. But 
this conjenial fellowship was forfeited by sin; 
this happiness was lost; this communion was 
dissolved; and where was man to flee? Adam 
| saw no way toescape. to whom would he 
| resort for succor? God was offended: Would 


| holy order who had sinned, were cast off for- 


|| ever; henee, what could be the fate of the ob- 


noxious man? Their expectation certainly 
| was, that he would be banished frem the pre- 
isence of God, and left without a deliverer. 
‘But the Almighty king of the Jews had more 





1 propitious designs toward him--“The seed 


| of the woman shall/bruise the serpent’s head,” 
| was his determination; and the blessed Savi- 
our volunteered bis service to rescue the of- 
fender-—“Deliver from going down to the pit 
for IT have found a ransom.’ Salvation is of 
the Jews—-for, to them were entrusted a!l the 
ordinances of God’s worship,—-all the types 
and sliadows,-—all the promises of a Messiah. 
‘‘In Tsaae shall thy seed be called,” was a pro- 
mise made to Abraham, their father, which 
they cherished as their own, David, one of 
their kings, was to be his kinsman. But now 
look at the desolation which has spread itself 
throughout the Jewish world? Look to Pol- 
and, Germany, Palestine and elsewhere, and 
see millions of them, wretched and ignprant, 





‘ony whith restored them to the privileges 





ve sons of God. Under this head he also}; S8/Yaton. 


who, according to the flesh, were heirs of 
Notwithstanding the effect this 
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picture might have, we must believe that 
“*they shall be brought in with the fullness of 
the Gentiles.” 

3d. Our attention was called to the present 
state of the Jews. They are like the ignor- 
ant Samaritans, who worshipped they knew 
not what. For proof of this he said, that they 
are without the Gospel, and have been for 
centuries. Formerly they were the peculiar 
people of God. The only scripture they are 
now in possession of, is the five books of Mo- 
ses, with some few sections of other parts of 
scripture;—they are entirely destitute of the 
writings of the Prophets. ltflow are they to 
be brought to the fold of Christ, without 
means being used. ‘Lhe Kabbis will not 
preach Christ. Some are disposed to say that |! 
the Jews do know the way of salvation, but 
will not acceptit. This he disproved by living 
facts: There are NINE MILLIONS of Jews 
who have never seen, nor perhaps heard of 
the New Testament; and consequently have |, 
no evidence of his being their Saviour. He). 
here produced preponderating arguments to 


show the unreasonabieness of those who re- || 


probate the Jews for not receiving the gospel, 


Notices. 


' Jews,” and the citizens generally {i 





establishment of an auxiliary society, 4, 
| cordingly a paper was opened and a number, 
persons came forward and gave their nam, 
as members of a society auxiliary to the, 
rent institution, and intend to contribute, 
dollar each, per annum. May the same sj 
which appears to animate this able servant, 
the Lord, spread its influences through | 
world till the blessed season of millenial gh 
shall shine in its effulgent brightness. 

Thecolleetion which was taken up on | 
occasion, amounted to upwards of 21 dolk, 

Sariiastalpialag 
NOTICES. 

The persons who subscribed ; 
Tuesday evening last, with a view 
‘forming themselves into a Socie 
Auxiliary to the “American Socie 
for Meliorating the Condition of 4 





- 










orable to this object, are respect 
forage to meet in the County Ii 

1 Thursday evening next, to ade 
poet regulations as may be deen 
necessary for the gov ernment of { 
Society. 


I 





even were they in possession of it. 
educated And instructed to hate the name of |! 
Christ; and as by instinet, they abhor and | 
consider him a lying imposture. Are not. 
christians often found to embrace the gospel, |! 
witheut inquiring into its authenticity, They |! 
believe it because their parents fold them it}; 
was true. And why may not Jews do the same? |; 
In many instences they are persecuted by 
professing christians; denied the privilege of 
citizenship; are not allowed the same advan- 
tages in their professions; and christians wil}): 
not mingle with them.—Many other good || 
pieas were brought to shew the consistency 
uf their present unbelief; but our limits being 
small we must haste to the conclusion. 


In conclusion he stated the objeethe had 
in view, in visiting them ai this time——to pro- 
cure patronage to the society for which he is 
agent. After service was concluded, Mr. F, 
rose and made some remarks recommenda- 
tory of a monthly paper owned by the board 
entitled “‘Israel’s Advocate,” the first number 
of which is in our possession; it contains news 
relative to this people, and minutes of the 


They are | 


' Dickinson College, will be held: 





cociety’s proceedings;-—he also urged the 


The Annual Commencemenl 





the Presbyterian Church in the k 
‘rough of Carlisle, on W ednesday, | 
| 25th day of June, where the citi 
iof Carlisle, its vicinity, and stn 
igers, are respectfully invited tod 
tend. 

The Board of Trustees will mt 
|in the College Chapel, the day | 
ceding, viz. on Tuesday the 24 
‘June, at two o’clock, P. M. 

By order of the Board, 
James Hamition, Sec’r, 







Masonic.-—The ceremony of la 
‘the Foundation Stone of the new} 
sonic Hall, in Chambersburg, wil! 
| performed by the Brethren of Ge 

Vashington Lodge No. 143, on 7% 
day, the 24th June next, (St. Jo 
day) at 10 o’clock, A. M.  Towhi 
the brethren of neighboring Lol 
and all members in regular standi 
are respectfully inv ited to attent: 






















Obligations 


We owe an apology to our correspondent 
for keeping back his communication so long; 
the crowd of news which came in, shoved it 
out; it having been two weeks in type. 

For the Miscellany. 
‘‘ Maxima est Veretas.” 

Man being a creature endued with 
rational faculties, and destined to a 
life regulated by the decisions of a 
conscience and an enlightened judg- 
ment, is most effectually restrained 
from aberration, by impressing upon 
his mind a conviction of his error. 
As ameanof moral correction, the 
threatnings of punishment, or promis- 
es of reward, are doubtless of much 
avail; but they are only so, as sub- 
ordinary to the impulse of a convine- 
ed judgment. Where the moral pre- 





ception of the offender is not acted 
upon, all the soul-appalling terrors of | 
‘Tartarus, aided and enforced by the | 
high and facinating enjoyments of the | 


celestial world, may be utterly fruit- 


less in the task of his reformation. 
The sojourn of man here, exhibits | 
little else, than a scene, chequered | 
by the vanities of his transgressions; 
various as these transgressions are, | 
I think there is but little hazard in 
saying, that the oulrage of truth is of 
most frequent occurrence, and 


of compunctious feeling. ‘This is to 
be chieily accounted for, by the inti- 
mate union subsisting between this 
moral principle and the structure of 
society, together with a_ prevailing 
idea, that the obligation of truth 4s re- 
solvible into civil expedients. The 
transactions and intercourse of the 
social body are materially dependent 
upon the faith of its members: Their 
mutual necessities require mutual 
succor, and the formation of numer- 
ous and multifareous engagements; 
and the very basis of those engage- 
ments, is the confidence of the par- 
tiesin each other for a sacred ad- 
herance to truth. This state of things 


per- |} 
haps, productive of the least degree |, 





is essential to the integrity and_ well } 


of Truth. $35 
being of the body politic; and was 
man actuated by upright dispositions, 
this extensive conversancy of truth 
with the affairs of his life, instead of 
SE Rens him with the affairs of his 
ife, instead of presenting him with 
a range of wickedness, would afford 
to him a wide field for the practice 
and exhibition of virtue: for as every 
act of his life has more or less to do 
with the requirements of truth, he is 
continually provided with an. oppor- 
tunity of exemplifying its force. 
‘Fhe primary and an efficient step 
in edigecting the evil, is the cultiva- 
tion Of right sentiments among the 
people, relative to the obligation of 
truth. Upon this subject, the writings 
of some men, who Laie been not a 
‘little distinguished in the world too , 
for genius, piety and literary attain- 
ments, have unfortunately been pro- 
ductive of more mischief than benefit. 
That the obligation of truth, on any 





i given occasion, is determinable by the 


views which the person concerned 
may entertain of its expediency—in 
other words, that the fallible calcula- 
tions of man, of the general and par- 
ticular consequences resulting to so- 
ciety, from an observance or violation 
of truth in a particular instance, are 
the only and proper test of its bind- 
ing authority, is a tenct, as inconsist- 
ent with just conceptions of the na- 
ture of Deity, as it is hostile to the 
interests of civil society; and yet this 
is a doctrine, which in some schools 
of considerable eminence, has been 
zealously inculcated, and a little ob- 
servation will suffice to shew, has 
pretty largely obtained. How strange 
that the reflections of a disciplined 
mind should engender such a mon- 
ster! How weak would. be the liga- 
ment of the social compact, and wnat 
i phautom virtue, if the claims of 
truth were as variant as the judemen: 
of men, and as subordinate to the 
views of passion and self interest! 
If it be 


true that the will of the 
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Deity isthe fountain of all moral ob- 
ligation, the observance of truth is 
equally imperative with the. observ- 
ance. of any other moral virtue; and, 
that this supposition is correct, may, 
be easily demonstrated: It is obliga- 
tory on the creature to obey the will 
of its creator; we are taught to be- 
lieve that-moral virtue is an essential 
attribute of the creator of man; con- 
sequently, the practice of it accord- 
ant with his will, andl incumbent on 
his moral creatures. This idea, indeed, 
would be stamping with guilt eyry, 
even the slightest departure og the 
sphere of truth, be the pretext "what 
it may; for the obligation cannot have 
two sources, and the source must be 
capacious as the issue from it. A 
moral principle cannot be binding ‘in 
one case because essentially binding, 
and liable to be dicated in anoth- 
er, because apparently irreconcilable 
to some calculation of worldly profit. 
It is never competent to man to intro- 
duce collision between the designs of 
his creator and his own interest; they 
are always parallel. Prosperity will 
always, 1 proper, be accorded to the 
love of virtue, and adversity can 
never be repelled by its wilful and 
habitual violation. The bearing of 
these remarks upon those established 
fictions of the law, that have been 
adopted with a view of reaching the 
equity of the cause litigated, may 
probably furnish matter for another 
essay; for the present, it may be sug- 


gested as a quere to some of your 
legal readers. VIRTUS. 


Old Judge of Probate’s gift-—The }, 


Agent of the New England Tract 
Society is authorized to say that an 
‘Old Judge of Probate’ has devoted 
$100 to the printing of a Tract which 
shall point out the duties of a moral 
kind, which Guardians owe to the 
fatherless children committed to their 
care, and which fhey on the other 
hand owe to their Guardians. The 


Summary.—Poetry.—Marriages. 
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civil law may protect the property of 
the fatherless; but. it makes small 
provision for their spiritual wants. 


Radama, king of Madagascar, is so 
anxious for his people to receive in- 
struction, that he sends for parents 
and desires them to send their chil- 
dren to the missionaries. Such in- 
fluence must bring great numbers to 
the schools. 


a 


For the Miscellany. 


Heardst thou of Him, who, e’er the chaos 
sprung 
From shapeless mass and aspec##eomplicate 
| Into a perfect world: or e’er heaven 
‘In meteor dress arrayed, shot forth 
A ray of light, the darkuess to dispel 
From off earth’s face: or e’er man, 
The image of the mighty God, had yet 
The breath of lives inspired? Say 
Heardst thou of Him who, long e’er thesethad 
been, 
Didst weild the seeptre of eternal heaven, 
‘And claim the praise of spirits justified? 
*T was He, the same, who towards man with 
love, 
And pity moved, e’en on this earth t” appear 
Didst not disdain, nor e’en man’s nature 
To assume, nor yet refused todie 
The cross’ dismal death, to expiate 
In room of ruined man, justice most divine. 
Such love, such mercy vast, and heavenly 
grace 
Man’s loftiest strains of praise and love de- 
mand. 
Oh, then, with love Messiah’s love reqnite, 
In hope of bliss thoughout an endless world! 
AMOR, 





Chambersburg, Jnne, 3. 
————_—_—_—_— 


MARRIED—On the 5th instant, 
by the Rev’d. B. Keller, the Rev’d. 
Christian Frederick Cruse, of Phila- 
delphiai, to Miss 4nn Victoria Watts 
Gallaudet, daughter of P. W. Gal- 
laudet, esq. late of the same place. 
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VALUABLE BOOKS. 


For Sale at this office, an assortment of 
Family and Pocket Bibles; also, a sniall col- 
lection of Theological and School Books. 
which will be sold very low for cash. 











